
Memorandum
TO	 :	 NAA/IRN - Mr. Miklos 	 DATE: February 27, 1970

FROM	 NA/ARP - William D. BreWatV

SUBJECT 	 Recommendations for F 1970 Military Sales

I have just noted a copy of Tehran's A-69 of February 14.
While the USG decision with respect to future military credit
sales to Iran is happily not the responsibility f this desk,

wish to enter gtronq exception to portions of the rationale
advanced by tithatiSy Tehran as these i061Ve-considerations
hffbbtinl - Ardb - itités Oh the we gterh Side of the Gulf.

The , Pigibassy stated that flhastile forces stand ready" to fill
140vaCiUmn which will assertedlybe let in the Gulf region by
th4-15kiti gh'aepditure. this Mit-fefléct-infarmition not
iiVAltahla to *Uii:''lf* het, it would appear over-drawn if not
inaccurate, The most serious theoretical thre44 to us in the
661r-ii  future would come from litgiiiffea4- SoViket

theiii z'i do -not '-e466t 'bui/ar tre4y Iikáiy that
té461	 6r.itillift4 1 to 066ge-thettilirtfcularly

since Iran is Oneef only twó'-'4ulf states which have been
hospitable to SovietNaval visits-so far. As far as Arabforces
ite-66A'eetnedhoie of 'major peers MAR , atria; Iraq) are
Ilifiliea 'clam elsëwhere by the Israelis and Kurds, and we see no
g146°thethis situation is likely to be significantly altered.
It is true that the removal of British forces will, make them
Unavailable:fat. 4C-urity'01/00.0ei;'but local forces are fast
gtikailain4ct6 cope with 1064' security threats. Abu thibi now
has military forces €otalling ór 4600,aid'a Hawker Hunter
squadron is being activated. Bahrain, Qatar and Dubai also
possess significant (in local terms) military and quasi-military
establishments, totalling 4-5,000 men. And the Trucial Oman
Scouts, which may be taken over by a new Arab federation, remains
a well-drilled force of almost200G men. These forces would
appear entirely adequate to cope with any local insurrection
which can be dealt with in military terms.

The future threat to the Arab states of the Gulf is subversive,
rather than military. For this purpose, substantial Iranian
forces are likely to prove not only unnecessary but may be
positively harmful. This is because substantial Iranian forces
directed towards the Gulf area are likely to be regarded by the



Arabs more as a threat than a reassurance. They could regard
themselves as forced to the only countervailing support available,
namely the major radical Arab states (UAR and/or Iraq) - unless,
of course, one assumes an appeal to the USSR. The fact that
PRSYG forces have attticied SAG units at Wadiyah is hardly rele-
vant. This is not in the Gulf area, the Saudis have shown
themselves able to contain this threat and the basic cause of
that issue was a boundary problem. The latter do not exist in ,	.
the Gulf area except vis-a-vis Saudi Arabia itself, and I find
it hard to conceive of Iran intervening on either side in that
one.

.
Ive#ran re 	 .p6r0.sf4'inseéing more "tact and pexibility"
in'the Iranian position `o . theTunbs and Abu Musa than is
apparently visible td` the 'Shaykhs'of il&S-al-KhaiMah and Sharja.
g indtfiese i,,-/Orthies'tire'prepared-to dO Virtually everything
Itah'May watit'eitc4t siirreet-stivereignty Over these. islands,
it seems clear that the Iranian position is, in fact, provocative
nd tii76611itio0iSPig,Hthe SktihjAds 7 shoWn g tatesmenship over the

13#14$inIssiiiit ' but oh these lower, claims:Iran still seems . . to be
nee ih TUhb-iEht4Mping.'

i 4	 -	 ,	 -	 •
bbrith eSieri Ytiture`, stability in Saudi Arabia, we

00104	 qfbrisc tb"gitrlig'theirJ out , be44gftted clients.
Istael; . however; as well

iiitsedc in-''Akitipt 'breaSts by Iranian military
vis4--Valt 1	 Iran must' be exceedingly

diSCreit-Liand wary' th Alattifnijtti.eit-whadt is done for . Saudi Arabia
4Ctually--" bbntr	 to	 stability .'of the House: of Saud
tai-her Mari th6freversia..	 . .

Ail Of which is not to argue''against but annual, military credit
sad s' tranC)le to' rialir' Vut-riathêt. td, place in perspeative mete
of the`-' arAuiriepeTi 'ildetti"eed" 	 t support the'refdr:,;'
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